
Realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
for all is essential to reduce vulnerability to HIV/AIDS.

- United Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS, 
Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS, para. 58

The declaration Human Rights and HIV/AIDS: Now 
More Than Ever on which this poster is based has been 
endorsed by nearly 1000 organizations. For the full text 
of the declaration, and to provide organizational endorse-
ment, see http://www.hivhumanrightsnow.org.
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Human Rights and HIV/AIDS
Now More Than Ever

Because universal access will never be achieved without human rights

Because gender inequality makes women more vulnerable to HIV

And the worst affected receive the least attention

And effective HIV-prevention, treatment, and care programs are under attack

And AIDS activists risk their safety by demanding that governments provide greater 
access to HIV and AIDS services

And the protection of human rights is the way to protect the public’s health

And AIDS poses unique challenges and requires an exceptional response

And “rights-based” responses to HIV are practical, and they work

And despite much rhetoric, real action on HIV/AIDS and human rights 
remains lacking

And the rights and needs of children and young people are largely ignored in the   
HIV response

For these 10 reasons and more... 
Human rights should occupy the center of the global AIDS response.


